2008 WPC AGM Minutes – November 22nd, 2008 West Palm Beach, FL
In Attendance:  Garry Frank-USA, Harald Selsam-Austria/Germany, Brian Batcheldor-Gt. Britain, Yuriy Ustinov-Russia, Vitaly Bobchenko-Ukraine, Richard Ligier-France, Minna Turtiainen-Finland, Azerbaijan
Call to Order 4:45pm
Yuri Ustinov – Russia  Discussion to allow athletes headdress for competition- Majority Against any rule changes
Change in rules to allow more than 3 athletes in one weight category.  It will increase mass character WPC of competitions and will be advantage to organizers. Majority against
Ustinov- A lifter entering 2 divisions i.e. Open & Master lifting once and carrying the total over if one division is on another day - Majority against 8/1

Discussion to update rulebook for bench shirt to specify the CUT of a collar and the OPEN BACK – Unanimously Agreed 
 
Vote to allow a safety rack or ER Racks for the bench press to prevent injuries. Unanimously Agreed.

2009 Worlds in England w/Brian Batchler – Agreed 
Discussion of location, travel provided to and from the airport excellent venue with TV coverage by Sky TV affiliate with Fox.  Plans to promote all year.
2009 European Championships in Finland w/ Minna & Ano Turtiainen – Agreed

2009 AWPC Raw Worlds -  Agreed – Yuriy Ustinov to host 1st annual Raw worlds in Rostov Russia possibly in September.
2010 Worlds in Ukraine w/ Bobchenko/Spartak – Agreed
Discussion on large prize money meets for 2010.  Kiev UKR international friendly.  Also local TV coverage with Euro Sports.  Plan for a WPO meet in Spring and WPC in Fall.
2010 European Championships in Hungary / Peter Kerecsenyi - Agreed
Discussion of European Championships to be held Aug/Sept so lifters can qualify early spring at Nationals to promote more participation.
Kieran Kidder – Incorporate WPO into WPC – use WPO name for cash prizes but use WPC rules.
WPC Worlds – Each country should bring country flag to be displayed and National Anthem should be played at opening ceremony or award ceremony.  Pedestal should be provided for placings.  Apply boundaries for the platform for crowd control and a timer in audience view should be used.
Discussion on flights to be posted early, however flights cannot be decided until every lifter has weighed in therefore waiting until the last weigh-in the morning of.  Possibility of not having morning of weigh-in so flights can be posted the night prior or early morning.  Discussion of weigh-ins being public.
Brian Batcheldor – extensive discussion on bench shirts – for 2009 WPC Worlds to make mandatory to have closed back specifically for spectator view and television coverage to have powerlifting look more professional – heavily suggest covering back.  Open back shirts could easily be modified by the user with the addition of a flap of t-shirt material fastened with Velcro it in no way changes the performance of the shirt only covers the bare back.  Majority Against.
I think we should also consider going head to head with the IPF using the AWPC why not consider single ply for the AWPC and granting licenses for approved apparel companies.  Majority Against
Discussion on Paraplegic division with team events. Promoting and building team morale. 

Meeting adjourned 6:45pm

